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Joshi, on hearing such sympathetic words, sat up in rapt
attention, eagerly expecting the visitor to continue the
dialogue.

The Brahmin continued.

'You have read the lessons in your syllabus, with
keen interest.   Undoubtedly, the questions in the
examination would have been from those lessons only
and you would have answered them with great
confidence. Similarly, those who have specialised in
medicine would have studied well about our illnesses,
the reason for their occurrence and how they should be
cured, securing their university degree in that discipline.
And only after qualifying themselves in this manner, they
start treating patients, is it not?".

'Yes, please.'

'Then, why are they not in a position to cure this
illness that has afflicted you so suddenly? You spent
money, had good cooks employed and have yourself
reasoned out that the grand success of the celebration
arranged in your house was attributable to these factors.
Presently your parents are spending more than what is
actually warranted and have been consulting the best in
the field, for treating your malaise. Yet you have not
been cured of it. Can you say why?...'

'No, I do not also understand it.'

That is why I am telling you this. If not for your sake,
at least for the sake of your parents, you should eschew
your vanity and give up your principles. I suggest your
accompanying them just for a change of place that